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The guerrillas may start their fall offensive in the north soon 
while government forces are focusing on operations elsewhere 
to disrupt Insurgent logistic and resupply networks. (SJWF- 
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The Army on Monday began a major opera t ion in centra) Usulutan 
D epartment.r _ 
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Comment: Earlier reporting indicated growing guerrilla strength in 
Chalatenango. If the insurgents can strike there quickly, they may be 
able to achieve some successes before the aggressive new head of 
the 4th Brigade, Lieutenant Colonel Ochoa, becomes familiar with his 
new command and decides how best to use the forces at his disposal. 


■ I /The naval battalion in ’ 

/ southern Usulutan has the potential for disrupting one of the major 
guerrilla logistic and resupply centers, but maintenance practices will 
have to be improved substantially before the Navy can stop arms 
resupply activities at sea. (R N F ) -CIA , PtA, WfrA— 
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Opposition to Defense Minis ter Garcia within the military is 
growing as a result of rightist Army fields commander Ochoa f s refusal 
to accept political exile . \ 




Garcia now has the support of only about\"60 percent" of 
the officer corps. Although n\any officers see Ochoa 1 $/ 
public defiance as a serious threat to military unity, 
his demand that Garcia resign reportedly is supported by 
most of the Air Force, many junidt Army_of fibers, /and 
some key field commanders . — 

\ 

/ \ 

There is no indication that Garcia is planning mili- 
tary action at this time against Ochoa's 1 ,,GD0-mah\ force 
in Cabanas Department, In response to \the urging of a 
number of field-grade Army officers, the/ d efense Ministe r 

will convene a meeting of all commanders '] \ i 

f | and President Magana has called for a meeting. 

or - the government political commission. \ 

* \ 

' 

Despite a strong warning from Garcia, Assembly leader \ 
D’Aubuisson is atte mpting to spur support for Ochoa within ~~ 
the armed forces . V 


f 

Comment : The damage to military unity already ap- 

pears substantial and will increase the longer the dispute 
continues* The crisis could hasten’ guerrilla plans for 
an offensive later • this month- A Western news agency 
reports the guerrillas attacked the capital of Chalate- 
nango Department /ye sterday . J&f 

* 

/ 
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The guick/development of sympathy and support for 
Ochoa underscores the depth of disgruntlement over Garcia* s 
leadership ,and his widely criticized handling of the 
counterinsurgency * The opposition to the Defense Minister 
within the military is strengthening D'Aubuisson — his 
major political adversary — who probably will increase his 
efforts to oust Garcia. (S) ^CZAr^&A? 
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